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COL LEG E O F LAW

Augus t 1, 19 67
TO:

Members of the 1967 First Year Class of the College of
Law at Florida Sta t e University

Getting started in the right way in the study of law is
most important to the success of law students. Some suggestions
may be helpful at the beginning of your career in the study of
law. You are undertaking a new discipline developed over centuries of time. It is not expected that you will obtain at once
the knowledge, understanding and skills of an experienced lawyer.
This is not easy and requires patience and devotion. The rewards
are worth the effort and most law students become so engrossed
in their work that it becomes a real pleasure. In a sense,
they catch afire in their law study and experience an intellectual growth before unknown to them.
Consider the following ideas. They are designed to help
you and will be enlarged upon in other parts of this bulletin.

1 . Do not get overwhelmed or discouraged when you find
that it is difficult to discover the real issues and to come
out with the right answers in your daily preparation. Other
students are facing the same problem. You must learn to read
so as to understand, to analyze and to evaluate competing
rationalizations . It requires persistent and thoughtful effort.
Beginning law students are always confused, but after more experience all that you have studied will begin t o fit into place.

2. Be prepared for each class. How long does it take?
Study imtil you understa nd; that is the test. Blind reading
for long periods of time is worthless . Read to see, first,
what is the exact problem, then to discover the solution given
and the reasons which sustain it, and finally consider id~as
to test the validity of the decision. Law is not learned but
is acquired throi.·gh thinking out problems and understanding
them.
-1 -

3. :..>re;,)are careful brief.:: of cases an i material.n. Take
exten.]ive notes in claGG. Enlarge them a:cte:c claG3 so that they
::eflec'i: the i :leas about every :_)roblem conoi .iere-.1 .
_;oon after
each cla3s the note3 shoul .:l be ::itudie<l an-1 am:Jlifie.i so as to
serve a-:, a te:i:t for rev ieu. If wo:ddne over notes is :)OGt.Joned,
there will be nothi::'tg late:r to revive your •fo1-rnant memory. Your
note::; must be mee.ningful if they are to be hel,: >ful in the critical
~'i c;1.ys of ·=Xati.1in;;:.tion i:ime.

·,·

l:..
3ecome acquainte·:1 uith memoers of the faculty. They
uill be elac! to vis it with you to become acquainte,1 or to .Jiscu.:;s
:n·oblerns which may trouble you. They are nmdous to have you ·l o
uell. A clo oe relai:ion.::hi} oetv1een faculty and stu.l ents builda
a strong law college. Thio f:rienfohi_) ari;,i a3sociai:ioa continues
many yearn afte:r graduation .

..1·-·::

·. -~ . '

5. Live a ·lay at a time, but :;:>lan th~ u Ge of your time so
a:; to inclu,le 3ome recreation, major evento in the f.aw 5.Ghool
and University life, some reeular ex~rcise, an.~ some association
with your follow students. Your lal·l r;chool fri211Js last a lifetime. Time use..:1 in :liscu:...::ling anJ arguing legal :)rob lemz with
other la,·1 otu_:ento is time well c9cnt. You rauat kee9 in con)ition
mentGllly an i physically i:o get the moGt of this wonJe:: ful o~)iJOr tunity in the Flori'la Si:EL.:e University Colle3e of Law.
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Be su:.:-e to read thi.:; bulletin carefully. It gives important
in:fonnation to a ctu dent beginning la,1 ;:;tu_:_y at Flori.la State
University.
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REGISTRATION PROCEDURE - READ CAREFULLY
All students entering the College of Law of Florida
State University l·1 ill be expected to be at the Tully Gymnasium at 1:30 p.m. on Monday, September 18th, for registration. It is important for our entering students to honor
these registration times.
Every student should bring to registration the trial
schedule which is attached to this booklet and his Certificate of Admission to the College of Law. The Certificate
of Admission has been forwarded to you by the Director of
Admissions of Florida State University .
Detailed registration instructions will be available
at the Tully Gymnasium; however, the student should be
cautioned to be prepared to pay his registration fees, and
to bring his Social Security number and the registration
certificate for his motor vehicle on September 18th. All
students with automobiles must register them with the
University Police. Parking stickers and a copy of the
automobile regulations may be obtained at registration.
Health insurance for students and their dependents
will be available at registration. This insurance program
is sponsored by the Florida State University Student Government.
CASEBOOKS
The casebooks used in the law school courses are listed
below and may be purchased at the University Bookstore or offcampus bookstores. Ordinarily, the bookstores will know the
title, editions, and ai thors of the books which will be needed
in the courses for which you register. The University Bookstore
and off-campus bookstores have used books, when available, as well
as new. Law books will be re-purchased by the bookstores if the
book is to be used in the future. Notebooks and briefing paper
suitable for law school use will also be available at the University Bookstore and off-ca¥J.pus bookstores.
Supplementary books and materials for law courses are also
sold at the bookstores. Many of these items are of limited value
so you should not purchase these items until you can judge which
are helpful. The supplementary books include what are referred
to as hornbooks. Several copies of books desirable for collateral
reading will be available in the law library. It is suggested
that the purchase of books other than those assigned for use in
a course be deferred until your needs are determined and the
availability of the books in the law school library is known .
-3-

It is, however, strongly urged that the student obtain
his casebooks as soon after registration as possible. All
professors will require that reading be done before the first
class and their assignments for the first classes are included
in this bulletin.

--

All first year courses are required courses. The
following is a list of the casebooks being used in the fall
quarter.

';

'

-

.,

LW 501

Contracts

Basic Contract Law, ·
Fuller & Braucher
{·Jest -Publishing Company, 1964.

LW 509

Torts

Cases and Materials on Torts, 4th ed.
Prosser and Smith
Foundation Press, 1967.

LW 505

Property

Cases and Materials On Property, 2nd ed.
Cribbett, Fritz and Johnson
Foundation Press, 1966.

LW 515

Civil Procedure

Pleading and Procedure, State and Federal
Louisell and Hazard
Foundation Press, 1962.

LW 520

Legal Method

Legal Method and Legal System
Fryer & Orentlicher
West Publishing Company, 1967.
Second Quarter

LW 517

Constitutional Law

Cases and Materials on Constitutional Law
Dowling & Gunther
Foundation Press, 1965 w/supp.

LW 513

Criminal Law

Criminal Law and Procedure, 3rd ed.
Perkins
Foundation Press, 1966.
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FIRST CLASS ASSIGNMENTS
DATE

CLASS AND ASSIGNMENT

Sept. 25
8:00-8:50 a.m.

Contracts: Fuller
Ch. 1, pp. 1-30

Sept. 25
11:15-12:05

Torts: Prosser
Ch.l, pp . 1-1 9

Sept. 25
2:30-3:20 p.rn.

Property : Cribbett, Fritz
and Johnson Ch. 1 pp. 1-25

Mr. Finnell

Sept. 26
2:30-3 : 20 p.m.

Legal Method: Fryer &
Orentlicher Ch. 1, Sections
1 & 2 pp. 1-52

Mr. Dickson

Civil Procedure: Louisell
Hazard Part I, Section A
pp . 1-38

Mr. Phillips

Sept. 27
2:30-3:20 p.m.

&

&

PROFESSOR
Braucher
Mr. Palizzi

Smith
Mr. Ehrhardt

&

SUGGESTIONS FOR LAW STUDY
READING AND BRIEFING A CASE
First, a case must be read carefully with the view to
understanding it as a whole and in every part.
To assure complete understanding of a case, it must be
briefed. The purposes of this process are three : (1) to prove
that you really understand the case ; (2) to sen.re as a refresher
when the case is discussed in class; and (3) to act as a memorandum for purposes of review for examination, when a knowledge
of the cases and what they stand for will be indispensable. The
following are offered as suggestions:

'\

1. Divide your brief into at least two parts, the facts
and the holding. Sometimes it is preferable to divide into
facts, exact issue or issues before the court, holding, rule
and reasons; or sGme othe r manne~ of subdivision that may be
more appropriate.
2. Brief the case in the chronological order of procedural
events. In briefing an appellate decision note particularly the
ruling or action of the trial court which is being complained of
in the higher court and include the data leading up to this matter.
Always state who won in the court below and who carried the case
to the appellate court and how this was done.
-5-

3 . Adopt a system of abbreviations. For example, "P"
or "pl" for plaintiff, 11 D11 or "def 11 for defendant, "decl"
for declaration, "V"
for verdict, "J" for judgment, "K"
.
I
for contract, and so forth. Whatever system you adopt,
ut:L.lize it in briefing and in taking your class notes .
4. The main thing to be winnowed from the procedural
background of the case is the holding. Consider--what was
before the court for decision ? Then--how was this matter
decided? There may be two or more holdings in the case; if so,
all should be stated, perhaps numbering or setting them off
separately. Remember, however, the court does not hold everything which it declares is the law. For example, if A sues Bin
connection with a business dea}. and the court says that on
the facts Bis not liable but that C (not a party to the case)
is, the first statement is a holding, but the liability of C
was not before the court so that statement is a mere dictum.
The dictum may be correct but the case cannot be cited as authority
for the liability of C. Note an important dictum in your
brief, but indicate that it is such and not a holding.
5. State the rule of law upon which the holding is
based. This is usually found in the opinion, but when it is
not, one should attempt to construct the rule upon which the
decision is based. Often the reason for the rule is stated
and if so you should state this. If not reason is stated, it
is well to include what you think the reason should be.
6. Note the final disposition of the case - thus, if the
opinion is an appellate one, was the judgment below affirmed,
reversed, remanded or modified?
7. While it is not a necessary part of a brief, each case
should be appraised in relation to other cases you have read.
How does it compare with the case before and the case following?
How does it relate to cases in other courses? Are they consistent, inconsistent or distinguishable? Can you account for
the differences of viewpoint and which do you prefer? How
do you evaluate competing reasons influencing a decision?
ILLUSTRATIVE CASE BRIEF
Dickinson v. Dodds, 2 Ch . Div. 463 (1876), P ·~~(page in casebook)
. : f, -"• .
i .

On June 10 Dodds delivered to Dickinson a memorandum
agreeing to sell to Dickinson certain premises for ~800, to which
he attached a postscript stating "this offer" to be open until
June 12, 9 a.m. In the morning of June 11 , Dickinson
decided to accept, but did not communicate his acceptance to
-6-
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"

Dodds. The same afternoon Dickinson learned that Dodds had
agreed to sell the premises to one Allan. Thereafter and
before 9 A.M. June 12, Dickinson gave Dodds his acceptance in
writing. Dodds refused to convey. Dickinson brought suit in
equity against Dodds and Allan for specific performance of
the alleged agreement .

i,

The cause was tried befor·e Vice-Chancellor Bacon, who on
the above facts decreed specific performance. The defendants
appealed.

.~ .: - :

.;

•·;'

On appeal the plai ntiff's bill was dismissed.
was not entitled to r ecover beca us e

·--.,.d ..
.

..

,-:-.. , .

'

:• _,• '..

,..

Dickinson

1. The raemorandum contained a mere offer, which was
revocable at any time before acceptance.
2. The revocation of ~n off er i s effective as soon as
the offeree knows that t ~1e offer has been r evoked, even though
the offeree has given him no notice thereof.

METHODS OF TAKING CLASS NOTES
/

The taking of careful notes by a law student in class and
expanding them after class i s a very important part of his
law study. Briefs of cases and study materials made before
class should be included in your notes , either by writing them
as a part of your notebook or by attachment to your notes if
you use the thin gummed briefing paper.
In class, the problems presented in the cases or study
materials will be discussed at length with many additional
associated problems. Issues will be raised by the professor
conducting the class through the questioning of students, an
interchange of discussion with them, or through his own analysis
of the subject ma tter. Law is not learned but is thought
through and understood. Your class notes should reflect your
understanding and constitute a textbook of your own covering
each subject ~.rou take in l aw s chool. Your notebook should be
so complete that you can use it alone for your final review
for examinations.
·.-' _1 !.

L

Often in class yo1.: wil... not be able to complete your
notes on every point. They s hould oc completed shortly after
class or during the same da y while your memory is fresh. If
you do not understand problems, this i s the time to clear them
up and to write out the is s ues and possible solutions with
articulate care in your notes. Working out a careful statement
in writing helps you to understand and to clarify your
7
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thinking. If you cannot state a matter you do not understand
it. You must learn to communicate accurately your thinking.
The working over of your notes will also help you to
learn to communicate your ideas in writing. The effort to
make comprehensive notes is most valuable in a sound legal education. If you take pride in your notes and make a good notebook
it will be useful to refresh your recollection in reviewing
for law school tests and later for your State Bar examinations, and some lawyers even keep and use their notes for
reference when in law practice.
Use any type of notebook you like as long as you keep
your notes in each course in a separate book. For law students
who will use handwriting in all their notes, permanently bound
law school notebooks with wide margins are recommended.
Students who type easily or who plan to rewrite their notes may
prefer looseleaf notes but should keep a final separate notebook in each course.
You may be asked to show your notebooks to your faculty
adviser. This will be done to help you because good notes
personally made by you are your best assurance of success in
your study of law. It is also part of your experience in legal
writing. Your notebook is much more than an outline and should
contain completed sentences having an articulate meaning. It
is not until you attempt to write what you feel you know
that you discover the need for further study and more exact
thinking.
In modern legal education, much emphasis is being placed
upon your ability to communicate both orally and in writing.
This is accomplished not only through classes devoted to research
and writing but should be a part of everything you do, including the taking of careful notes and revising them after
class.
It will not be infrequent that you will leave the classroom much confused over some of the more difficult problems.
You will obtain a great deal of benefit from discussing these
problems with your fellow students in an effort to clarify
your thinking. In fact, one of the best parts of legal education is the discussion students have with each other in which
they argue various points until they have ironed out the
difficulties. But again, it is suggested that' at sometime
fairly soon after these discussions take place you write into
your notes supplemental statements of your thinking. This
will help you to be articulate and also help to bring to light

8
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errors in your thinking. The effort to communicate in writing
the ideas which you have may show the need for further study if
the problem is not fully solved.
SUGGESTIONS AS TO WHAT GOES INTO CLASS NOTES
1. Questions raised in class. Write down the questions
carefully that are asked by the professor in the classroom.
These questions will raise the pertinent issues. They will
help identify the problems. Until you understand the precise
problem and grasp its meaning, you are unable to appreciate
the legal problems surrounding it. Students will also ask
questions and often good ones. Get these questions down also
because they will show the trouble points . Questions will
also raise the various ramifications of the problem. Good
class notes should have many questions, to articulate and to
define as to the issues. It helps you to know what it is all
about. It is important to be able to ask issuable questions
because they indicate your comprehension of the problem. The
questions are often as important as the answers. They are an
essential preliminary inquiry to a clear understanding. Some
questions will not be answered in the class to your satisfaction.
They show the course for further study after class and are
the guides to your thinking upon the legal solutions.
2. Other fact situations developed in class. Hypothetical
illustrations are presented in class to fill the gaps between
the cases, to bring out distinctions and to integrate the
particular problem to its expanded application. Get these
situations down in your notebook so that you may think upon
them and study their meaning. In the study of law, you examine
factual situations to which the law applies. Law study requires
imagination to see how basic concepts and principles fit into
the solution of problems. Law study is a thinking process
in which understanding is a basic objective. The concepts
and principles developed in one case are important in the
solution of analagous situations. Look for the connections
and the applications and get them down in your notes.
3. Changing concepts and principles. Dean Roscoe Pound
stated, "The law must be stable but it cannot stand still."
Nothing is more constant than change. Law is in a process of
growth to meet the new demands of the civilization of time
and place. Some decisions, very desirable at the time they
are made, may need revision to fulfill the needs for the
present and future. Some decisions may be historically significant but outdated. Consider the reasons back of all decisions
and weigh them to see how they fulfill present needs. Many
decisions are in conflict. The conflicts often appear in the
9

same decision in which a court will discuss both sides of the
problem and select the position it thinks most desirable.
Casebooks frequently have two reported cases each taking the opposite
view. Reference is frequently made to the Restatement of the Law
by the American Law Institute which states their idea of the most
desirable view. These have had a large influence upon American
law. Reference to the restatement may be helpful in study. Law
reviews give critical consideration of problems of the law and are
a valuable reference for better understanding. You must study
and understand both sides of the conflict, the rationale involved,
and also policy considerations which are so important in many
areas of the law.
There should be no change just to have change, and many
basic principles seem to be everlasting. Precedent is important
to obtain certainty and security of transactions and acquisitions.
They serve as guides to conduct. They assure equal treatment
of the same problems. There must be reliance upon law to advise
and to plan. Many changes through court decision and legislation
provide the way for change for improvement of the law. In the
preparation of your notes, you should include the statement of
those factors which have influenced the growth of the law.

: : : .

. ~· . i

:i

~ • i • \ •..

'"1;•

•

j

4. Non-case materials. Leave room after each case to include
a sunnnary of your additional reading upon the problem. Where a
case seems unsolved or is particularly difficult, do some further
reading to straighten out your understanding of the problem.
Most cases will have footnote references to law reviews or other
reference material. Either before or after class, read these
where you feel the need for additional background. Include in
your notes further corranents in respect to them.
5. Legislation and rules of court. Much important law
is found in the Statutes of the States and the Federal Government. They are controlling and involve statutory interpretation when
the statutes are applied to the various factual situations arising
under their control, Statutes must be examined in the light of the
purpose which they seek to serve and the historical background
giving rise to their enactment. Whole fields of the law are
covered by statutes such as the new Uniform Connnercial Code,
in recent years adopted by all states except Louisiana where
the Code is now under consideration. Statutory law is becoming
more and more prominent as a means of improvement of the law and
accomplishing the need of caange. In the practice of law
the first source of inquiry is to find out if there is a statute
covering the subject matter. These statutes are annotated in the
various states showing their application and interpretation through
judicial decision. A student must always be aware of the possibility
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of statutes as the primary source of the law governing a
case. Whole bodies of the law, such as Workman's Compensation,
originate in legislation. More emphasis is being given to the
study of legislation in law school study and in certain courses
the study of legislation is a primary objective. This comment
is made at this time to create an awareness of the great importance of legislation in American law. Somewhat different
techniques may be involved in the study of statutes although
the analytical process involves similar skills to the study
of all law. In your notes, where statutory matters are
involved, they should be clearly indicated as such. In procedural matters, through a special process, rules of court
will have all of the significance of statutes as a source for
application and interpretation.
6. Purpose of notes. T:here is not just ~ way to take
class notes or to prepare your notebook, but it is important
that you find~ way to develop good notes. There is no substitute for day-by-day careful preparation of your cases,
assigned reading and class notes. This gives you the greatest
assurance of success in law study. Often a student will feel
that he understands a matter. The best way to find out is to
try to state in writing what it is that he understands. The
effort to do so may disclose fuzzy thin.king that needs articulation. Also, the experience of writing what you understand
helps in the development of the understanding. Careful note
taking should become a habit starting with the first class and
continuing throughout the course. Lawyers must know and be able
to communicate what they know. Further, a good notebook makes
review easier for examinations. You need good notes to refresh your recollection of the many matters covered in a course
when the time comes for your examination.

This rather long statement in respect to note taking
is made designedly to help you to appreciate the importance of
the note taking process as a part of your program of legal education. Quite apart from what is learned by the process, it helps
to develop the capacity to communicate ideas, which is so important
in law school and in the practice of law.

-11 ..

GROUP STUDY - LEGAL RESEARCH

&

WRITING - LW 500 A

As an integral part of the Legal Research and Writing
course for first year law students, the first year class will
be divi<led into small seminar discussion groups. Under the
leadership of a member of the law faculty, each group will meet
twelve (12) times during the academic year at a time to be
announced by the law faculty member assigned to each group.
At each of these meetings, both the first year law students
and the faculty member will discuss preassigned topics of
interest and importance to future members of the legal profession. The assigned topics will not deal directly with
subjects relating to formal law courses, but will instead
deal with topics des~gned to broaden a law stud~n~'s understanding of the interrelation of law and society and the way
in which the legal profession, and laymen, are continually
attempting to adjust the rule of law into our ever changing
and dynamic society.
The remainder of the Legal Research and Writing course
will deal with formalized instruction in methods of legal
research, individual participation in law arguments, and
the writing of a scholarly paper dealing with student selected legal topics.
This Legal Research and Writing course carries two (2)
hours of academic credit, received in the third quarter of
the academic year. The grade in this course will be a composite grade based upon the student's law argument, the
student's written papers and the student's participation in
the seminar program.
Although the grade for the group study work including
the Legal Research and Writing will be received at the end
of the third quarter, the program contemplates full participation in the program for the three quarters of the first
year.
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ORIENTATION PROGRAM
On Friday, September 22, at 9 :00 a.m., an orientation
program will be held in the main classroom of the College of Law,
201 Longmire. Members of the faculty and guests will be introduced to the students, and remarks will be made by them in
respect to your commencement of the study of law.

It is mandatory · that each new la,1 s tudent file an application for r eg i s tration with t he F l oridc. Board of Bar. Examine1=s
within 150 -days . following the commencement of the study of law.
To aid our new students in this registration, a representative
of the Board of Bar Examiners will be at our Orientation Program. At this time, each student will receive the package
of materials necessary to complete his registration and will
be provided with any other information: necessary.
In regard to registering for the Bars of other states,
it is suggested that the student contact the Dean's office.
The first classes will be held commencing Monday,
September 25. A schedule of classes is included at the conclusion of this bulletin.
The College's plan for faculty advising will be explained
and early in the following week, the faculty advisers and the
names of the students assigned to each adviser will be posted
on the official bulletin board. The students will be assigned
to members of the faculty alphabetically in equal groups.
These same groups will be used for the group study portion of
the t,egal Research and Writing course as discussed on page 12.
The plan of using faculty advisers is designed to give
every student a close association with the members of the
faculty. Students may seekcounsel of their adviser individually in respect to any matter pertaining to their work in the
law school. The offices of the Dean and the other members of
the faculty will be open to all law students for advice and
assistance at times which can be conveniently arranged. It is
hoped to encourage a close relationship between faculty and
students so that students will be able to accomplish the most
possible in their study of law.

-13-

LIBRARY

The College of Law Library is located in the Longmire
Building. Housing 21,0<X> volumes in open stacks, the library
and its facilities are open to all law students in conformity
to the following schedule:
Monday through Saturday - 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m.
Sunday
1:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.
The main library area is located in the basement of
Longmire while additional library facilities are in the
lounge adjacent to the Dean's office on the second. floor.
As the library is a reference collection and laboratory,
and because the books and material must be available to all
students, the library will not be a circulating library; that
is, the materials in the library must be used in the rooms
in which they are shelved and under no circumstances may
they be removed from these rooms, checked out or taken out.
At a modest cost the library staff will make copies of any
pages desired by a student.
Since law students are in a professional school, it
is expected that they will treat library material with care,
and with consideration for their fellow students. If mishandling of these materials should occur, the person
responsible will be dealt with promptly.
SELECTED LIST OF PRE-LAW READINGS
The faculty of the College of Law has selected the
following books as being desirable pre-law reading for
prospective law students. These books are not required,
but are recommended strongly inpreference to the student
attempting to study "law" pri9r to entering law school.
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Becker, Carl L. The Declaration of Independence, A Study
in The History of Political Ideas (New York: Harcourt, Brace,
1958) 286 pp.
Brierly, James L. The Law of Nations: An Introduction to the
International Law of Peace. 5th ed. (Oxford: Clarendon Press,
1955) 331 pp.
Cardozo, Benjamin N. The Nature of the Judicial Process (New
Haven : Yale University Press, 1960) 180 pp.
Chafee, Zechariah, Jr. Free Speech In the United States (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1941) 634 pp.
Cozzens, James G. The Just and The Unjust (New York : Harcourt,
Brace, 1950) 434 pp.
Frank, Jerome. Law And The Modern Mind (New York: CowardMcCann, 1963) 378 pp.
Hays, Arthur G. City Lawyer: The Autobiography Of A Law
Practice (New York: Simon and Schuster, 1942) 482 pp.
Llewellyn, Karl N. The Bramble Bush; On Our Law and Its
Study. (New York: Oceana Publishers , 1960) 160 pp.
Love, Albert and Childers, James. Listen To Leaders In The
Law. (New York: Holt, 1963) 332 pp.
Mason, Alpheus T. Brandeis: A Free Man's Life. (~w York:
Viking Press, 1956) 713 pp.
Peck, David W. Decisions At Law. (New York: Peck, Dodd, Snead
and Co., 1961) 303 pp.
Pusey, Merlo J.
1963) 2 vol.

Charles Evans Hughes. (New York: Macmillan,

Scigliano, Robert (ed.) The Courts: A Reader In The Judicial
Process. (Boston: Little, Brown & Co., 1962) 504 pp.
Stone, Ferdinand F. Handbook of Law Study. (New York: PrenticeHall, 1963) 164 pp.
Westin, Alan F . (ed.) The Supreme Court: Views From Inside.
(New York: W.W . Norton Co. 1961) 192 pp.
Hall, Margaret E. (ed.) Selected Writings of Benjamin N. Cardozo
(New York : Fallon Publications, 1947) 456 pp.
-15-

HONOR SYSTEM
An honor system is in effect for all student academic
activities of the College of Law. It is particularly relevant to examinations and use of library materials. To be
administered by faculty and students, the honor system will
observe those standards of professional ethics which the
public expects of practicing lawyers, and which they require
of each other. Since much of actual law practice is conducted through informal agreement between lawyers, students
will appreciate the fact that personal honor will be an invaluable asset in future years. The personal reputation of
the practitioner is clearly as important as his professional
ability; indeed, the two can hardly be separated. Failure to
observe the honor system will result in disciplinary action,
including possible dismissal from the College of Law.
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DRESS AND CONDUCT
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There are no fixed standards concerning dress at the
Law School. It is felt that if the student keeps in mind
that he is a professional, he will make every effort to
make a neat and appropriate appearance .
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Appearance and dress are important to the success of a
lawyer in his practice. It is also important that you are
careful about your appearance in the law s~hool. The taw
School has many visiting lawyers and guests. Your appearance,
courtesy and conduct help to form a favorable impression of
you and of the L~w School .
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In the same vein, students are expected to act in a
manner which is appropriate to a student of the law. Any
act or omission which is dishonest or designed to gain unfair advantage of any other student is not tolerated.
Obvious examples of prohibited conduct include plagiarism,
cheating on an examination by giving or receiving assistance,
and especially, misuse of library materials which are intended to be available to everyone in thE: Law school.
In addition, the right is reserved to exclude at any
time a student whose conduct is deemed improper or prejudicial to the interest of the College of Law or the University
community.
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The College of Law takes particular pride in the appearance of the building and grounds. Maintenance of this appearance
is ~n equal responsibility of all the students, and carelessness
by littering will be appropriately dealt with. As a temporary
guest in the Alumni Building, the College of Law is especially
aware of its responsibility for the condition of the building
and grounds,

CLASS ATTENDANCE
Every student is expected to attend all class meetings
and prepare assignments for the courses i n which he is registered , In all law schools, credit is given for only resident
study. Course credit alone is not enough. Resident study requires class attend2nce. A student must attend classes regularly to be entitled to credit i~ a course. For sickness or
other fully justiiiable r easons, special consideration will be
given to a s tuC:e.-::it w:10 has bE :;n forced to misc some classes .
He should consult the :::,ea11 and the L.:c"..11 ty meraber whose class
he missed. Each case will be judsed upo~1. its own merits.
If a student, for some re~s on. , has been unable to complete
his preparation fuL· a pu.rticul:.,,r cl.£1.ss, he may place a note on
the professor I s ros t:..:t~:::i to that ef:i:ect ~Ed he will not be called
on that day. He shonld not miss class for this reason, The
~':udent must also pcrfonn all other dut:i.es required of him
in his cou.cses and in participation in the group study program .
This include s non-cre . .;.t as well as credit study, Absence
from class i:reser,.ts ~ serious proble;n for the student because
the class ~ay i!).volve the m,bject m"l.tter inc luded in the final
examinationc, Regular· day by day attend::nce in all classes is
a law school requir-~ m~nt.
Thz faculty may impose suitable penalties, including
expulsion from the l .;1w -:.'choo l, U!)On any student who does not
satisfactorily d.isch2rge th ~:-,e o!J li 0 ations.

GRADES
The rr..etr,bers of the ::.acuJ.ty will give a numerical grade
for each cour~ e. in '7hich. :1 s tl~den:.: has cc'1:r, leted the required
work. However, the stud<-:!-::lt will n~.ceive a letter grade in each
course from the Regis t rc1 r I s Off:i.ce in June, after each academic
year. The letter grade wil1. be transla.ted from numerical grades
upon the following scale:
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100-85
84-75
74-65
64-60
60below

A
B

C
D
F

In addition to the letter grades re.ce.L;:::d fi;co the .ll,eg.i-strar' s Office, the student's numerical grades will be distributed by the College of L~w.
Other grading symbols include:
S - Passed
U - Failed
I - Excused absence from examination entitles the student to take the exam
the n ext time the course is offered,
or by special ~rrangement, without repeating the class work.
W - Withdrawn with consent of the Dean
EXAMINATIONS
Examinations given by the College of Law faculty are, to
a very large extent, essay examinations. The ex..mination questions
often require answers involving any~here from 15 minutes to one
hour of the student's time. All examinations are required to be
answered in the standard blue examination-type booklet. These
are available both on and off campus for the convenience of the
students.
If a student,before or during an examination,believes he is
unable to take or complete the examination, he must immediately
report his inability to the Dean; otherwise, permission to take
a later exam will be denie d. An unexcused absence from an examination constitutes a failure in that course with a numerical grade
of 50 and a letter grade of F.
REQUIRED AVERAGE
Any student who fails all the hours taken his first Quarter,
or who fails to maintain a cumulative average of 64 after completion of 35 or more quarter hours, or their equivalent, of
work shall be dropped from the Law School. For the purposes of
this rule:
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1.
2.
3,

Averages shall be computed at the end of every grading
period.
Averages shall be computed on the basis of all grades
received.
An unexcused absence from an examination in any course
shall result in the assignment of a failing grade of
50 as explained above.
WITHDRAWAL

From. the University:
To withdraw officially from the College of Law it is first
necessary to fill out a withdrawal form and have it signed by the
Dean. The student must then make arrangements with the Dean of
Men or Dean of Women.prior to withdrawal. If the student withdraws without making proper arrangements, grades of F and 50 will
be assigned in the courses for which he is registered.
From Classes:
After the period of registration, changes in courses may be
made with the consent of the Dean until the 29th of September.
After that date, consent of the faculty member teaching the course
and the Dean will be required. Once a student is enrolled in a
course, it is expected that he will complete the course and take
the examination in it unless there is some justifiable reason to
the contrary.
A grade of W will be assigned to any course dropped with the
consents as indicated above. Courses dropped at any time without
permission will be recorded as F and a grade of 50 entered on the
student's record.
!'

i

GRADUATION
Students who have completed 126 credit hours of work under
the quarter system with an overall grade average of at least 65
(C), and have the equivalent of 96 weeks in residence at the
College of Law~ are eligible for the Juris Doctor (J.D.) degree.
In view of the professional responsibility of lawyers, the faculty
of the College of Law will take into account character and general
reliability in their determination of the right of a candidate to
a degree.
Students with final grade averages of 75 or higher will be
recognized by the College of Law as distinguished law graduates.
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BULLETIN BOARDS - NOTICES
The locked bulletin board on the second floor of Longmire
Building will contain all official notices and class assignmeill.ts.
Various announcements and phone messages will be posted
on the outside of the locked bulletin board. The students
are encouraged to check the board regularly. If your name
appears on the board, report to the Dean's office immediately.
The Student Bar Association has a bulletin board also
in the second floor hall of the Longmire Building, which will
contain notices and information of interest to the law students.
ACTIVITIES AND ASSOCL\TIONS
Statement by Student Bar Association
A student of the law must develop extremely complex professional skills, a task involving . tte most difficult intellectual concentration he will have experienced. At first
gl;:,"1r-; it might appear that mastering the basics of law and then
augmenting his knowledge should be his only activities. But
the very nature of the legal profession places other responsibilities on the student. The lawyer is a leader in most communities, and further, his profession brings· .1~~ --1 i:, c n11tnct with
people of all socio-economic levels. As community leader,
responsible citizen, advocate and counselor, the lawyer must
possess social as well as professional attributes es s ential
for interaction with clientele, professioPal associates and
others.
To facilitate development of such skills, the charter class,
with the assistance of the College of Law faculty, founded the
Student Bar Association in 1967. Student Bar Association programs provide the law student with an opportunity to meet distinguished mer.1.bers of Bench and Bar both academically and
socially, and to benefit from the visits of others to community
and campus. These programs also make available intraschool
services necessary to equip the student for law study; assist the
faculty in developing academic a n d social affairs; and provide
liaison between the student. body, the University and the community,
with srecific concentration on maintaining beneficial contacts
with the Florida Supreme Court, The Florid& Bar and the legal
community in general.
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Inaugural programs included Student Bar involvement in
Freshman Orientation, Homecoming, Law Day, Legislative Appreciation Day, and other social events. Through the efforts of the
Student Bar Association and Dean Mason Ladd, the College of
Law has been honored by the presence of Justices B. K. Roberts
and Campbell Thornal, of the Florida Supreme Court, and al~o
Justice Tom Clark of the United States Supreme Court. During
1967-68, the Student Bar Association plans to bring an outstanding speaker to the College of Law each month.
The new law student will have an opportunity to meet
the executive officers of the Association at Freshman Orientation
and will participate in the election of the Freshman Class VicePresident, the Freshman Class representative on the Association
executive connnittee. Association membership is highly advantageous to the student of law, since it endows him with privileges adding to the enjoyment and challenge of law study and to
the development of legal skills. The structure and purposes
of the Student Bar Association will be explained in greater
detail at Freshman Orientation and throughout the first year.
Dues ($2.SO : per quarter) are payable at Registration.
FSU Law Wives
The College of Law considers the Law Wives as a valuable
adjunct to the academic and social functions of the College
of Law. In addition to numerous social activities, the . Law
Wives also serve as a service organization to the College of
Law. This past year their activities included several social
events, a law school picnic and the serving of refreshments
to law students during examination periods.
AlUIIU1i Activities
As the College of Law builds up an alumni group, it is
expected that in addition to participating in the activities
of the Alumni Association of Florida State University, the
law school alumni will develop their own programs and meetings.
Some of the friendships made in law school last throughout a
lifetime and these meetings are a way to maintain friendships
developed during the attorney's law school career. The College
of Law will attempt to maintain altunni records in cooperation
with the University Alumni Association so that notices of alumni
activities and information concerning the school, in general,
can be provided to our alumni.
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Other Events
During the year there will be many events or meetings,
at which there will be prominent speakers and guests from the
Bar and the Bench, and many events in the University generally
which will be of interest to law students. These will add to
the cultural development of law students and to the breadth of
vision expected of men in the legal profession. They all help
to provide the special opportunity for legal education _pffercd at Florida State University through its location at the
seat of government of the State of Florida. From time to time
there will be important events of government, hearings in courts,
and affairs of the bar associations made available to law students.
These will help to enrich your experience and associations as you
pursue your legal education at Florida State University. Effort
will be made to inform students of these events as they arise.
At the opening of the law school the students entering the
freshman class may best confine their efforts, somewhat exclusively, to their day by day class preparation and study until
the class gets fully oriented and started in their most important and long-lasting work of law study.
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